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About 11 cities and townships in Minnesota were allowed to become 
unregulated under the MS4 permitting program in late 2025, because 
of changes in their Census status.

To the best of my knowledge, this has not happened before.

This information and experience may be relevant and replicable for 
small communities in other states.
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Before the 2020 Census, the Census used two terms for areas that exceeded set 
population densities:

“urbanized areas” – pop. of 50,000 and more
“urban clusters” – pop. less than 50,000

In the 2020 Census, they changed to just “urban areas”, but they included 
population numbers for every area.

This caused problems for EPA and the MS4 program because they had used the 
term “urbanized area” in the federal rules that established the entire program.

EPA changed their terminology to “urban area with a population of 50,000 or more 
people” in their rules.

I am going to use the term “urbanized area” because it is clear and easier to say.
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urban area with a population of 50,000 or more people” in the appropriate 
sections of the CFR. 
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