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ÅProvides the framework to control pollutant discharges into the U.S. 

waters

ÅSets quality standards to surface waters 

ÅOriginally was passed in 1948 as the Federal Water Pollution Control 

Act

ÅMajor revisions and expansion in 1972

ÅKnown as the Clean Water act after the 1972 amendments
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ÅWhat did the 1948 Federal Water Pollution Control Act fail to stop 

pollution? 

o The federal government couldn­t directly regulate or penalize 

polluters, only states could

o The were no permits or discharge limits, so industries operated 

unchecked

o It was more of a suggestion than a requirement, many 

businesses simply ignored it because there were no real 

penalties
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ÅWhat major events led to the amendments to the Clean Water Act?

o Cuyahoga River Fire (1969) ± The river in Ohio was so pullulated 

with oil and waste that it caught fire

o Santa Barbara Oil Spill (1969)¯ A massive offshore drilling spill in 

California killed wildlife and polluted miles of coastline
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